WINFIELD   SOOTT  HANCOCK.
party to assert that a law or system of legislation is unconstitutional, oppressive? and usnrpative, is not a new thing in United States.    That the people of Texas consider acts Congress unconstitutional, oppressive, or insulting to is of no consequence to the matter in hand.    The Pro of the United States has announced his opinion that acts of Congress are unconstitutional.    The Supreme Cc>n:rt as you are aware, not long ago decided unanimously tha/fc   a certain military commission wan unconstitutional.    Our pie everywhere, in every State, without reference to the they took during the Rebellion, differ as to the constitutionality of these acts of Congress.    How the matter really   is neither you nor 1 may dogmatically affirm.
If you deem them constitutional laws, and beneficial to -fclae country, you not only have the right to publish your opinions "but it might bo your bounden duty as a citizen to do so. USTot less is it the privilege and duty of any and every citizen wherever residing, to publish his opinion freely and fearlessly on this and every question which he think** concerns Ixis interest. Tins is merely in accordance with the principles of our free government; and neither you nor I would wisli to live under any other. It in time now, at the end of almost two years from the close of the war, we should begin to recollect what manner of people we are; to tolerate again free, popular discussion, and extend Home forbearance and consideration to opposing views. The maxims that in all io/fcel-leetuai contests truth is mighty arid nuint prevail, and *fclnat error in harmless when reason in left free to combat it, ctre not only Bound, but salutary. It is a poor compliment to tlie merits of such a cause, that its advocates would nilcm** opposition by force; and generally thoae only who are in. tlio wrong will resort to this ungenerous moan**. I. am confident you will not commit your Herious judgment to the proposition that any amount of ciiscuBHion, or any nort of opinions,njr purpose in Texas, you must eitherrpose of said trial and attendance
